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year pecame tenant of a house in arundel otreet, Strand, at 
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rental of £75. per annum, sne paying all rates in addition; 
The suggestion is that the name in which the Suz rey 
Street house was rented was fictitious or that if there had 
been a man of the name of WieGEO. Hreeman, that he had either 
died or that he had barca iroll Mrs. Freeman. 
It was about 1769 or at latest 1770 that she gave birth 
to Samuel's eldest child - Anna NMariaGe 


Samuel certainly lived with Mrs. Freeman in Surrey Stre 


and afterwards in Arundel Street where the name of Me GeOe Hreemal 
Was dropped and it was rented under the nane of Mrse Freeman. 
There are letters addressed to vamuel at Arundel Street in 177 
and after. 

It is now necessary to give some account of that remarkable 
woman Mrs. Freeman. 
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John Coppinger, Registrar of Lincolns Inn (1671- 
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married Katherine, daughter and co-heir of Timothy Fish of 
Scarborough. 

John Coppinger's great, great, grandfather on the female 
Side was the 5th Baron de Burgh, and John's father, Francis 
Coppinger likewise Registrar of Lincolns inn, inherited the 
de Burgh estates from his grandmother. Francis outlived his 
son John and died about 1790. 


Fysh Coppinger, Registrar of Lincolns Inn, was the son 
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“ We whose names are hereunto subscribed have in the 
“presence and by the favour of Mr. Ireland inspected the fore- 
“soing papers and are convinced of their authenticity. 
cl 5) 

February 25th 1795-6 
MONTAGU TALBOT'S DISCOVERY. 

Notwithstanding Wm Hy'’s immunity from discovery of the 
fraud, there was one person who was perforce let early into the 
secret, that person was Montagu Talbot who did not leave his 
Legal occupation till about the end of January 1795. 

The following is the account he gave personally to Charles 
Mackay. 

While Wm.Hy. was engaged on the manufacture of the Mss. 


in one room, Talbot was occupied with his legal studies in 


another upon the same floor in the building a window or so away.’ 


Talbot doubted the authenticity of the documents from the 
beginning. He came freguently to Chambers and told Wm.Hy. 
that he was certain that the deed (The Fraser deed) he had 
given his father was his own production for Talbot well knew 
that his friend had a facility for copying old handwriting 
having often seen him doing so, and therefore made up his mind 
to ascertain the facets, so he put into execution a plan 
he had formed. 

On the outside of the building there was a ledge running 


along the face of the houses under the winaows oft the rooms on 
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Henry James Pye, the Poet Laureate had agreed to write the 
rrologue for the Play. On reading the Play December 28th 1 
he pronounced it excellent and wished he could put his name to 
it as the author and declared that he had shed more tears and 
had been more affected than at the reading of any play 
time and that he would endeavour to produce a prologue that 
Should be worthy of the name of Shakspeare. 

About ten days later Pye told Samuel he had seen Kemble in 
the interval and that he must lower his tone in the Prologue 
as many believed it not genuine. 

When the Prologue was received on January aord, 1/96" 
Samuel considered that it expressed doubts of the Play's validi 
Pye replied he wished to keep on terms with Kemble but would 
make any wished-for alterations. After altering it two or 
three times more Pye refused to alter it any further. As it 
was not accepted, Pye published it in the "Oracle", 

Sir James Bland Burgess then came forward to fill the 
breach - His Prologue met with approbation and it was Spoken by 
Whitfield on the night of the Play. 


Sir James Bland Burgess was Secretary of State for Foreign 


Affairs until he relinquished it in 1795 and then applied himseli 
to literary pursuits. He was a warm partizan of Warren Hastings. 


His first wife was a daughter of Lord Wentworth, his second 


a daughter of Col. Montolieu Baron de Saint Hypolite by whom he 


had ten children. It was Burgess who supplied Edmund Burke wit! 


the dagger which Burke theatrically flung down at the close of 


his famous speech in the Commons. 
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